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North Dakota’s Top Agricultural Commodities 
 

2012 rank 
in the U.S. 

Commodity 
Percent of  
Nation’s 

production 

1 Barley 28% 

1 Beans, dry edible, all 37% 

1 Beans, navy  45% 

1 Beans, pinto 56% 

1 Canola 83% 

1 Flaxseed 95% 

1 Honey  23% 

1 Peas, dry edible 41% 

1 Sunflower, all 52% 

1 Sunflower, non-oil 36% 

1 Sunflower, oil 55% 

1 Wheat, Durum 52% 

1 Wheat, spring 47% 

2 Lentils 36% 

2 Wheat, all 15% 

3 Oats 11% 

3 Safflower 9% 

3 Sugarbeets 17% 

4 Potatoes 6% 

7  Soybeans 5% 

8 Corn for grain 4% 

14 Hay, alfalfa 3% 

14 Hay, all 3% 

14 Wheat, winter 2% 

16 All Cattle and Calves 2% 
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Ten Leading States and North Dakota’s Rank 

Item 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
North 

Dakota’s 
rank 

Percent 
of 

nation 
1
 

 Crop production – 2012 

Wheat, all ..............................  KS ND MT OK WA SD ID TX MN CO 2 15 

   Spring .................................  ND MT MN SD ID WA OR CO UT NV 1 47 

   Durum ................................  ND MT CA AZ ID SD     1 52 

   Winter .................................  KS OK WA TX MT CO SD ID NE OR 14 2 

Barley ....................................  ND ID MT WA CO MN WY AZ CA OR 1 28 

Oats ......................................  MN WI ND PA IA TX SD NY OH CA 3 11 

Sunflower, all .........................  ND SD TX KS MN CA CO NE OK  1 52 

   Oil ......................................  ND SD MN CA KS CO TX NE OK  1 55 

   Non-oil ................................  ND SD TX KS MN CO NE CA OK  1 36 

Canola...................................  ND OK ID MT MN WA OR    1 83 

Soybeans ..............................  IA IL MN IN NE OH ND MO SD AR 7 5 

Flaxseed ...............................  ND SD MT MN       1 95 

Safflower ...............................  CA MT ND UT       3 9 

Corn, grain ............................  IA MN NE IL IN SD OH ND WI KS 8 4 

   Silage .................................  WI CA NY PA MN ID IA SD NE KS 22 1 

Dry edible beans, all ..............  ND MI NE MN ID WA CA WY CO MT 1 37 

   Pinto ...................................  ND NE ID WY CO WA MN NM MT KS 1 56 

   Navy ...................................  ND MI MN ID SD OR NE WA WY  1 45 

Dry edible peas .....................  ND MT WA ID OR      1 41 

Lentils ...................................  MT ND WA ID       2 36 

Potatoes ................................  ID WA WI ND OR CO MN MI ME NE 4 6 

Sugarbeets ............................  MN ID ND MI NE MT CA CO WY OR 3 17 

Hay, all ..................................  TX CA MO KY ID OK KS MT SD NE 14 3 

   Alfalfa .................................  CA ID MT CO SD MN WI NE IA AZ 14 3 

   Other ..................................  TX MO KY OK TN VA KS AL CA MS 20 2 

Total acreage:             

   Principal crops planted .......  IA KS IL ND TX MN NE SD MO IN 4 7 

   Principal crops harvested ...  IA IL ND KS MN NE SD TX MO IN 3 7 

Grain storage, December 1:             

   On-farm capacity ................  IA IL MN NE ND IN SD OH MO KS 5 7 

   Off-farm capacity ................  IL IA KS NE MN TX IN OH ND WI 9 3 

 Livestock on hand – January 1, 2013 

All cattle and calves ...............  TX NE KS CA OK IA/SD  MO WI CO/MT 16 2 

Cattle and calves on feed ......  TX NE KS IA CO CA OK MN SD AZ 22 (Z) 

Cows that have calved ..........  TX CA NE MO OK SD WI MT KS IA 15 2 

   Milk ....................................  CA WI NY ID PA MN TX MI NM OH 34 (Z) 

   Beef ...................................  TX NE MO OK SD MT KS KY IA ND 10 3 

All sheep and lambs ..............  TX CA CO WY UT SD ID/MT  OR IA 22 1 

 Livestock on hand – December 1, 2012 

All hogs and pigs ...................  IA NC MN IL IN NE MO OK OH KS 27 (Z) 

 Livestock production – 2012 

Calf crop ................................  TX CA MO NE SD OK MT WI KS IA 14 3 

Lamb crop .............................  TX CA/WY  UT SD MT ID CO IA OR 19 2 

Pig crop .................................  IA NC MN IL MO OK NE IN SD OH 19 1 

Wool production ....................  CA WY CO/UT  TX MT ID SD OR IA 16 2 

Honey production ..................  ND SD FL CA MN MT TX WI MI LA 1 23 

(Z) Less than 0.5 percent. 
  

1
 North Dakota’s percent of Nation’s total. 
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